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a philosophy which Wesley's brother-in-law,
Westley Hall, had practised. Also there was a
period when the discipline at Kingswood School
grew so lax that some of the boys actually turned
against religion (that was because they had been
allowed to play), and the staff had to be changed.
Petty disagreements here and there were only to
be expected, for, to quote one of Wesley's favourite
texts, " it must be that offences will come."

But these minor rubs were of no real import-
ance, for in spite of everything the society was
spreading. In the ten years between 1770 and
1780 the circuits were increased by fourteen, the
preachers by forty-eight, and the membership of
the society by more than fourteen thousand.
Moreover, there were the followers in America,
over eight thousand, and rapidly increasing,
served by forty-two preachers in twenty circuits.
The difficulty there was that nobody was capable
of administering the Sacrament. In 1780, Wesley
implored the Bishop of London to ordain one of
his preachers for the purpose, a man filled with
God ; but instead the bishop had sent out two
men stuffed only with Greek and Latin, and what
was the good of that ? Well, there was only one
thing left to do-Wesley must himself ordain.
And why not? Many years ago he had been
convinced by a book of Lord King's that bishops
and presbyters were of the same order, a belief
strengthened by a study of Stillingfleet's Irenicon :
therefore, since he was a presbyter, and a presbyter